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VTRGHNIA STATE OOBPORATION COMMISSION. 
BEDFORD CITY. 

Commonwealth of Virginia at the Relation of the Town of 

Bedford City and the County of Bedford v. Norfolk 

& Western Railway Company.* 

October 14, 1904 (O. B. p. 385). 

Jurisdiction. — Under the Constitution and statutes of Virginia, the com- 
mission is clothed with ample jurisdiction to entertain a proceeding to 
require a railway company to provide proper accommodations at its 
depots, and proper schedules, and to this end make such order or re- 
quirement as it may think just and reasonable under all the circum- 
stances, but in the case at bar no requirement is considered necessary. 

On petition of the town of Bedford City and the county of 
Bedford, the written answer of the railway company and the evi- 
dence given at the hearing of the matter at Bedford City. 

The petition was filed by the town of Bedford City and the coun- 
ty of Bedford to compel the Norfolk & Western Railway Company 
to operate with reference to the accommodation of the public, and 
to afford convenient and adequate depot facilities for passengers at 
the town of Bedford City. It set out that during the "boom" period, 
in 1890, at the instance of certain real estate dealers, the Norfolk 
& Western Railway Company removed its passenger depot to a site 
about three-fourths of a mile from the old station in Bedford City ; 
that the location of this new depot was entirely beyond the populat- 
ed portion of the town; that it was remote and inaccessible and 
could be reached only from roads newly built and by vehicles, which 
in most instances had to be hired at the rate of fifty cents per round 
trip; that the site of the old depot was adjacent to the business and 
resident portions of the town ; that only four of the eight daily pas- 
senger trains passing Bedford City stopped for passengers at this 
point ; and that it was not provided with proper accommodations for 
passengers; all of which caused the town of Bedford City great loss 
and damage, and retarded its progress. 

John Ooode, and Wm. R. Abbot, Jr., attorney for Bedford City, 
attorneys for the petitioner. 

♦Reported by George C. Gregory. 
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Samuel Griffin and Lucien H. Cocke, for the railway company. 

Hon. Beverly T. Crump, Chairman of the Commission. 

The commission having fully considered all the evidence and 
matters submitted to it on the hearing in this proceeding at Bedford 
City is of opinion : 

(1) That the Commission, under the Constitution and statutes 
of Virginia, is clothed with ample jurisdiction to entertain this pro- 
ceeding, and to make such order or requirement as it may find to be 
just and reasonable, under all the circumstances disclosed on the 
hearing and investigation before the Commission. 

(2) That the Commission should not at this time order any 
change in the train schedule or train service in the matter of the 
passenger trains of the defendant company in relation to Bedford 
City. 

(3) That the evidence discloses the lack of proper facilities for 
the accommodation of passengers at the lower or freight station in 
Bedford City ; and such facilities should be provided. . But the pres- 
ident of the defendant company having stated before the commis- 
sion on the hearing that the defendant railroad company was about 
to place at said station in Bedford City proper facilities for the 
accommodation and security of passengers at that point, at the time 
this proceeding was instituted no formal requirement is now made 
as to such facilities. 

(4) That these conclusions of the commission be entered upon its 
order book, and no further order is at this time required in this pro- 
ceeding. 



